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Generation Scotland Recontact Study Application Form
Please ensure you have read the data access application form and information in regard recontact studies below.
Recontact overview
Generation Scotland participants have consented to be recontacted to be asked to take part in follow up studies.  Recontact options depend on which GS participants you wish to recontact.
Scottish Family Health Study (recruited 2006-2010)
These participants can primarily be recontacted by post only. A small subset can be contacted by email. Around 3,000 have signed up to the GS Volunteer Portal and can be contacted by email or text and answer questionnaires directly on the portal via a link.
Postal recontact cost vary depending on the amount of information to be included in the letter and the number of participants to be contacted.
NextGenScot (recruited 2022-2025)
These participants can be recontacted by email and text and answer questionnaires directly on the portal via a link.
Emails are free to send although the worked done by the GS team to send the emails is costed. The cost of text recontacts depend on the length of the message, and start at 20p per text.
Application overview
Recontact applications require additional information and review. In addition, there are a limited number of recontacts per year because when participants are invited to do too many studies many participants request no further contact or withdraw from the study. Because of these limitations the requirements for approval for a recontact study are higher than a data only study. All recontact applications must include:
· Study protocol
· Participant information sheet
· Consent form
· Questionnaire
· Participant invitations including contact details for the study, in relevant formats – e.g. text, email letter
The applications are reviewed by the GS Access Committee, and then by the GS Scientific Steering Committee. This process generally takes six weeks.
Following approval the GS DMTA must be signed by the study PI and their institution and payment for the project must be arranged before the invitations to take part in the project can be sent.
Research Ethics
In addition, applicants must obtain independent ethical approval through their relevant Research Ethics Committee (REC), once this is obtained, they must provide the full application, documents, approval letter and the communications they want send to the GS participants for GS to submit to our REC for approval for the recontact. This process can take some time as well. Generally, once the GS Team receives the study REC approval and all relevant documentation, submission and decision of the GS REC application generally takes six weeks, but if the REC application is not initially approved will take additional time. 
Recontact set up
Once REC approval is received it takes additional time to organise invitations. If you require the GS Team to configure the questionnaire in the GS Volunteer Portal it also takes time to set it up and test it in advance of sending out the invitation. If you are hosting the questionnaire externally on your own platform, this will also need to be tested to ensure a smooth process and, where applicable, confirm that linkage to participant identifiers functions correctly.
Given the amount of time from application to REC approval a quick start to a recontact study is not possible. GS aims also to schedule all recontact studies at least 3 months in advance to properly space them out. Please keep all of these constraints in mind when applying for a recontact study.

Recontact Information
1. What are the inclusion and exclusion criteria for your study?


2. What is the participation target number?

3. Recontact communication method eg email invites, text invites, postal invites

4. Do you have a questionnaire prepared? 

a. If yes then can you please include it with this application. 
b. If no, then roughly how long do you expect the questionnaire to take?

5. Do you want GS to set up and host the questionnaire on the volunteer portal? If not where is the questionnaire intended to be hosted?

6. What are the intended start and end dates for this recontact?

7. Why do you want to recontact GS volunteers and use the GS resource for your study?
Please upload the following documents with this application and if they aren’t available please provide a description of what your plan for them is.
· Study protocol
· Participant information sheet
· Consent form
· Questionnaire
· Participant invitations including contact details for the study, in relevant formats – e.g. text, email letter

Cost recovery
Recontact studies are costed depending on the above specifications and requirements. The Generation Scotland team will provide you with a quotation and make you aware of any additional charges (such as postage costs) which may be incurred. 

For GS office: Application reference number …………………                 Date of submission ………………………
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